Abstract -There is a lack of information regarding the marine
INTRODUCTION
The marine benthic flora includes photosynthetic organisms from a diverse range of taxonomic groups, including green, brown, and red algae (Chlorophyta, Phaeophyceae and Rhodophyta, respectively), angiosperms (Magnoliophyta) and bacteria (Cyanophyta or Cyanobacteria). Several recent publications have highlighted the lack of information regarding the marine benthic flora of northwest Western Australia (e.g. Huisman et aI., 1998) . A compendium of records of marine algae from northern Australia (Lewis, 1984; 1985; 1987) included some 800 species, of which only nine were attributed to the Western Australian coast north of (and including) Northwest Cape. Several recent publications have increased the number of species recorded for the region (e.g. Phillips et aI., 1993; King and Puttock, 1994; Huisman, 1996; Phillips and Huisman, 1997; Phillips, 2000; Huisman, 2001; 2002) and many tropical species from the northwest were illustrated in the recent Marine Plants of Australia (Huisman, 2000) . However, a comprehensive flora for the region has yet to be produced. This report provides a checklist of the marine benthic flora of the Dampier Archipelago collected during the Western Australian Museum expeditions of 1998/1999. It should be treated as a companion piece to Huisman and Borowitzka (2003) , which provides a more detailed list of species, including many not recorded during the museum expeditions. Both this list and that of Huisman and Borowitzka (2003) must be viewed as preliminary, however, as many of the specimens collected are yet to be identified.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Specimens were collected by SCUBA, snorkel, or from the intertidal and preserved in a 5-10% solution of formalin/ seawater. Refer to the Station Lists section of this volume for the diving (DA1/98, DA3/99) and dredging (DA2/99) expedition station data. Slide material was stained in a mixture of 1 g aniline blue powder, 70 mL Karo®, 30 mL distilled water and 5 mL acetic acid. All specimens are presently housed in the Herbarium of the School of Biological Sciences and Biotechnology, Murdoch University (MURU). Descriptions and locations of sites are given elsewhere in this volume (see Station Lists). The species are arranged into Divisions (Chlorophyta = green algae, Heterokontophyta: Phaeophyceae = brown algae, Rhodophyta = red algae, Cyanophyta = cyanobacteria = blue-green algae, Magnoliophyta = seagrasses), which are subdivided into families, generally arranged according to Silva et aI., 1996 25, 32, 37, 42, 61, 66 06, 09, 16, 17, 23, 25, 31, 37, 38, 42, 54, 61, 62 06, 56 03, 18, 47 40, 47, 53, 58 51 51 37, 47, 68 03, 09, 14, 19, 25, 28, 37, 41, 42, 48, 51, 58, 61, 64, 68, DA2/99/95 56 14, 17, 54, 58 09, 25, 53 51, 59 51, 54, 59 09, 37, 38, 45, 48, 51, 56, 58, 56, 68 Site Number* 01, 06, 07, 09, 14, 23, 30, 31, 37, 54, 56, 57, 61, DA2/99/29, DA2/99 /42, DA2/99 /49, DA2/99/57, DA2/99/88, DA2/99/90 18 37, 47 07, 25, 37, 38, 45, 61 10, 25, 37 16, 27, 67 07, 09, 13, 16, 23, 29, 36, 37, 40, 41, 42, 45, 47, 57, 58, 69 01, 07, 10, 16, 28, 48, 54, 61 70 03, 13, 16, 17, 31, 34, 40, 66, 70 11, 16, 37, DA2/99/47, DA2/99/88 09 23, 31, 40 14 01, 03. 4, 25, 37, 38, 45, 51, 57 07, 17, 34, 45, 47, 54, 62 23 01, 09, 14, 23, 31, 37, 45 14 09, 16, 37 09, 16, 25, 30, 37, 45 38, 45 01, 45, 64 03, 38, 42 Tseng, 1941 Trideocarpa cylindrica (J. Ellis and Sol.) Huisman and Borowitzka, 1990 Liagoraceae Ganonema farinosum (J.V. Lamour.) K.C Fan and Yung C Wang, 1974 Ganonema pinnatum (Harv.) Huisman, 2002 Ganonema borowitzkae Huisman, 2002 Liagora ceranoides J.v. Lamour., 1816 Liagora divaricata Tseng, 1941 Liagora vaJida Harv., 1853 Patenocarpus paraphysiferus Yoshizaki, 1987 Yamadae11a caenomyce (Deme.) Abbott, 1970 Trichogloea requienii (Mont.) Kiitz., 1847 GELIDIALES Gelidiaceae Pterodacliella caerulescens (Kiitzing) Santelices and Hommersand,1997 Site Number* 04, 13, 27, 32, 44, 53, 57 27,56 01,03, 09, 16, 31, 32, 37 
